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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Hello and Happy Spring! I am delighted to be writing a message in this newsletter, especially
because we are inviting people to in-person Fox Lake Association activities after two and half
years of physical distancing. I hope you have been able to keep in contact with your friends and
neighbours around the lake during this long pandemic and that this summer we will be able to
see each other more often and to meet new folks who have recently joined our lake
community

You will find information throughout this newsletter about the Fox Lake Annual General
Meeting, Annual Regatta and Annual Corn Roast. These three events provide opportunities
each year for us to discuss issues concerning the lake community and to socialize with each
other. Everyone around the lake is welcome, including family members and guests of residents.
Next year, 2023, will be the 50 th Anniversary of the Fox Lake Regatta and we plan to hold
special Golden Anniversary Regatta events to mark the occasion.

Congratulations to the FLA’s Lake Steward, David White, who received an award from the
Muskoka Watershed Council this spring for his lake stewardship activities. I extend our
appreciation to David for his 16 years of service in this role. I would also like to thank everyone
who completed the FLA Survey – a summary of survey results is included later in this
newsletter.

The FLA relies on volunteers to organize social activities for our lake community and to perform
other duties related to education and advocacy. If you would like to get involved, or to help out
in any way, please get in touch with any member of the FLA Executive.

Wishing everyone a safe, healthy and happy summer season!!

Sincerely,
Alix Yule
FLA President

http://www.foxlakeassociation.org/
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MEMBERSHIP

The FLA is resuming our usual summer social activities and also continues with other activities
to monitor and protect the lake.  We also support FOCA.  I hope that many of you took the time
to look at the recent FOCA newsletter with information on many of their activities on our behalf.
Please let me know if any of your email addresses change so that we can continue to get
information to everyone.  Also, if you are aware of new owners around the lake, please
encourage them to become members and to provide contact information.

If you have not yet checked out our Facebook page, please do so.  It is also a valuable
communications tool.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/318929168304976/?ref=group_header

I hope to see many of you face to face after two years of covid restraint.  Our first social event
will be the AGM on July 9th with a more extended post-meeting time for meeting and catching
up; we hope that many of you will attend.

The membership dues for 2022-2023 ($40) should be paid now. We prefer e-transfer to
foxlaketreasurer@gmail.com but you can pay by cheque to the FLA delivered to 422 East Fox
Lake Road, Huntsville ON, P1H 2J2.

Robin Yule
Membership Officer.

PLANNING AHEAD-SUMMER 2022 EVENTS

Please put the following dates in your summer calendar.

● FLA Annual General Meeting - Saturday July 9th 10:00am- Hosted by Pat Currie and Robin Yule
at 180 Yael’s Nature Walk

● Fox Lake Regatta – Saturday July 30. This year’s theme is Royalty in honour of the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee

● Benthic Monitoring - Friday August 19
● Fox Lake Fall Fair/Corn Roast – Saturday September 4, 4:00 p.m. - Sandy McLennan’s 100

Rachel’s Lane

Annual General Meeting – Saturday July 9, 2022

The AGM will be held this year on Saturday, July 9 at 10:00 a.m. at the home of Pat Currie and Robin

Yule at 180 Yael’s Nature Walk at the north end of Fox Lake. We will use a “hybrid” format again this

year, similar to how we managed last year, as this was the preference of many who responded to our

survey. People can attend in person or via a Zoom link. In response to survey suggestions, we will hold an

informal social event immediately following the meeting with soft drinks and finger foods provided. This

will give people a chance to chat after the meeting and get to know each other better. If you have not

attended an AGM before, this is your chance to elect directors to the FLA board and to hear about and

http://www.foxlakeassociation.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/318929168304976/?ref=group_header
mailto:foxlaketreasurer@gmail.com
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discuss issues affecting the lake, the surrounding environment and the lake community. The meeting

agenda, financial report and other documents will be sent out to our mailing list, along with the Zoom

link, a week before the meeting. Please join us at the AGM on July 9th!

LAKE STEWARD REPORT

Ice-On occurred on December 18, 2021.  The lake was frozen for 121 days till Ice-Off April 18,
2022.  This was shorter than our running average of 132 days of ice cover.

Water samples for phosphorus and calcium were submitted to the Ministry of the Environment
Conservation and Parks this spring.

Benthic Monitoring is scheduled for Friday August 19.  As usual we will be looking for volunteers
to have some fun picking out the critters in the sample buckets.  Location and time to be
announced at the AGM.

FOCA's Elert dated May 2022 contains a very good article about cyanobacteria (blue-green
algae).  It provides many links to detailed information.  To sum up the situation: it's complicated.
There appear to be more blooms recently, but historically, they did occur well before the human
population became so pervasive.  It was once thought the major controlling factor was the
concentration of phosphorus in the water.  Now it is realized that there are many other controls
as well such as climate change.  One story concerns a pristine lake in Algonquin Part that
suffered a three month algae bloom in 2015.

FOCA May 2022 Elert Cyanobacteria link: Blue-green Algae ? Know it and report it | FOCA

If you do see an unusual algal bloom, please be cautious to avoid exposure, report it to the Spills
Action Centre at 1-866-663-8477 and the Fox Lake Association.  This year the FLA will be able to
sample the bloom and have the organisms identified.

David White
Lake Steward

David White receives Muskoka Watershed Council Award

On May 10, 2022, David White received an award from

the Muskoka Watershed Council Doug Cross Stewardship

Recognition Program. This program recognizes persons

who have demonstrated exemplary dedication, effort and

good stewardship practices around their lake. David has

been the FLA Lake Steward since 2006. He organizes and

coordinates annual water sampling and Benthic

Monitoring events to measure water quality indicators in

Fox Lake and reports results in our newsletters and at the

http://www.foxlakeassociation.org/
https://foca.on.ca/blue-green-algae-know-it-and-report-it/
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AGM. He investigates water quality issues and provides educational information about how to preserve

water quality and the shoreline environment. David’s own property exemplifies protection of natural

plants, wildlife habitat and shoreline vegetation. Congratulations, David, and thank you!

Fox Lake Association Member and Community Survey

We wanted to share a summary of the feedback we received from our recent survey focused on issues

that are of interest to lake residents and what they would like the Association to focus on going forward.

First, we would like to thank everyone who took the time to respond to the survey. The response to the

survey was terrific with 48 responders providing input. Here is what we learned from the feedback:

AGM & Social Events

The overall sense was that we should continue with the current roster of events: Annual General

Meeting (AGM), Regatta, and Corn Roast.  We received some suggestions on potential changes such as

adding a social event to help people meet and mingle after the AGM. For the Regatta it was suggested

we have more intergenerational events and activities to help more folks get involved. Corn Roast

suggestions included bringing back the auction, adding more games and activities as well as providing

some music at the event. Most of the responses favoured continuing these events as a means for

meeting and socializing with other lake residents. There were also suggestions for additional social

events such as a barbeque or a beer/wine tasting event that the Association will consider.

Issues Affecting the Lake

The responses also outlined several of issues and concerns that the residents identified that impact the

Fox Lake community. First and foremost remained the concern over boating relative to speed, noise,

wakes and overall boating safety.

Among a significant number of other issues mentioned were:

• Lake water quality

• Concern over invasive species

• Shoreline erosion and restoration/protection/regeneration

• Lake water level management

• Unruly renters

• Continued vigilance over development

The Lake Association will use this very useful input from the survey as we plan future areas of focus and

involvement.

We plan to post a presentation on the FLA website by the end of June that provides a more complete

view of the survey. So, if you would like more information please visit the Fox Lake Association website

(www.foxlakeassociation.org) at that time and you’ll be able to find additional survey information.

http://www.foxlakeassociation.org/
http://www.foxlakeassociation.org
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Proposed Cell Tower:

Notes from the public meeting regarding the proposed cell tower near 73 Hoodstown Shores Road

(Latitude: N 45° 21' 53.4”, Longitude: W 79° 20' 12.5)

17 people were in attendance, including our town councillor, Dione Schumacher, another town
official and a representative from Bell.  Several people stated their opposition to the tower location,
while others were supportive of the new service.

The tower will be a Monopine tower, 35metres tall, which will extend above the treeline.  This type
of tower is used in other Muskoka lake areas and Algonquin Park.   A drone survey will be completed
as required by the town.

The site was one of seven in the area that was examined, and this site was chosen because Bell
stated that it would serve the most customers.

The tower will provide  LTE coverage as far as the north end of Fox Lake, with potential for 5G at a
later date.

Bell will offer 'up to' 25/10 (25MB upload/10MB download) cellular service to residents, as well as
Wireless to the Home Internet service.

The project must be approved by town council and if approved the tower license will be issued by
the federal government ISED.  Bell intends to have the tower operating by the end of 2022.

Outdoor Burning:

One of the most identifiable cottage experiences is the "campfire".  As much as we enjoy sitting around a
campfire and telling tall tales, we also must remember that fires of any kind can be dangerous when not
handled properly.  Please note the following with respect to outdoor burning:

http://www.foxlakeassociation.org/
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● ALWAYS check the Muskoka fire rating
(https://www.huntsville.ca/en/home-property-and-planning/outdoor-burning.aspx) before
lighting any outdoor fires.  This includes campfires, fireworks, charcoal barbeques, etc.

● When the fire rating is set to extreme, NO outdoor fires of any kind are allowed (including
fireworks and charcoal barbeques).

● No daytime burning is allowed from April 1st through October 31st.
● You must have adequate tools and water to extinguish the fire if the need arises and you must

be with your fire at all times.
● Only burn "clean" wood, not debris.
● Please be respectful of your neighbours as smoke from the campfire and loud noise can carry

very far across a calm/quiet lake.
● For those of you that rent your cottage, please ensure your renters are aware of the rules.
● Should the need arise, you can contact the Huntsville by-law department to report any

concerns (705-789-6421 ext. 3039 or 3041) especially fires happening during an Extreme fire
rating.

Fireworks:

While fireworks are enjoyable to most people, we must acknowledge that fireworks negatively impact wildlife
and diminish the quality of life for some people.  For this reason, the Town of Huntsville has recently
passed a new by-law that spells out very specific rules for the setting off of Fireworks.  As with many
things at the cottage, being respectful of your neighbours and other residents of the lake is ultimately
rule number one however the new by-law includes the following regulations:

● Only consumer fireworks can be set off without applying for a fireworks permit from the Town
of Huntsville.

● Fireworks can only be set off on weekends (Friday, Saturday & Sunday) between 6:00 pm and
11:00 pm and on New Year's eve, Victoria Day, Canada Day and Labour Day between 8:00 pm
and 11:00 pm (1:00 am for New Year's eve).

● During an Extreme fire rating, fireworks are not allowed at ANY time or day.

As with any outdoor burning, please use caution when setting off fireworks and ensure you have adequate
tools and water should the need arise.

Fox Lake Association Executive Members

President - Alix Yule Vice-President - Bill Knight

Past-President - Tom Gillette Director & Web Administrator –Ellen Fox

Director & Treasurer – Cindy Taylor Director - Jim Harper

Director - Christa Casselman-Sharp Membership Officer - Robin Yule

Secretary - Jim Watson Newsletter Officer - Katie McMahon

Lake Steward - David White

http://www.foxlakeassociation.org/
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Want to get involved with the FLA?

Have a question or concern?

Email: foxlakeassociation@gmail.com

This newsletter is published and funded by the Fox Lake Association Inc.  It is distributed to all Fox Lake residents for

their information and pleasure. If you have enjoyed reading it, please consider supporting the Association by

becoming a member if you have not already done so.

In order to keep our membership records current, please include your name, home and Fox Lake address, phone

number(s) and your email address (so the Association can communicate information to you cost-effectively).

http://www.foxlakeassociation.org/

